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PROGRESSIVE DIScIPlINE 
OR PROGRESSIVE lENIENcy? 

On January 30, 2008, the Toronto Dis-
trict School Board (TDSB) adopted 

a new policy called “Progressive Discipline 
and Promoting Positive Student Behavior.” 
Progressive Discipline deals with students’ 
misbehavior using a scale of teaching con-
sequences as opposed to punitive ones. All 
schools in the TDSB are required to have 
implemented a Progressive Discipline policy. 
The Detention Room program and the four-
strike system regarding tardiness are examples 
of this policy at Jarvis.
 Such changes raise the question: 
Why has the approach to behavioral educa-
tion changed, and how has it affected stu-
dents and teachers at Jarvis?

        For a long time, the philosophy of 
education had focused on preventing stu-
dents from disobeying the rules.  The quick-
est way to do this was to physically punish 
the students, which would inflict a fear of 
disobedience. Physical punishment includ-
ed strapping, caning, and being hit with a 
paddle.  Gradually, the use of corporal pun-
ishment diminished, and by 2004, Ontario, 
Saskatchewan, and Alberta were the only 
provinces that hadn’t banned corporal pun-
ishment. That year, the Supreme Court of 
Canada ruled in favor of banning this form 
of discipline in Canadian schools.

       Physical punishment proved inef-
fective because it did not teach students the 
difference between right and wrong. It sim-
ply taught them not to misbehave while the 
teacher was watching.

       Faced with a changing society, the 
TDSB has begun to experiment with more 

positive approaches. Pitched by teachers con-
cerned with discipline in schools, Progressive 
Discipline is the latest policy; instead of pre-
scriptive and inflexible punishment, conse-
quences that focus on counselling students to 
understand the wrongful act and change their 
behaviour is the new policy spirit.     None-
theless, severe consequences remain for seri-
ous breaches of the Board or school’s Code of 
Conduct.
 However, not all teachers at Jarvis 
agree with Progressive Discipline; some in-
terviewed teachers remain skeptical that 
the new lenient policy doesn’t deal swiftly 
enough with student misbehaviour. 

       Others see it differently. In an inter-
view, Mr. Moravec, a Phys. Ed. teacher and 
guidance counselor, stated that the advantage 
of the new policy is that it gives students “a 
chance to improve.”

       According to Mr. Moravec, punctu-
al arrival to class, for example, was a school-
wide problem before the policy because there 
were no effective consequences for disregard-
ing the rule. The new Being-On-Time Policy 
at Jarvis was created in accordance with the 
Progressive Discipline approach. There are 4 
steps: first step is a warning. If such behav-
iour continues, a phone-call home will be 
made by the teacher. If that fails, Step 3, a 
detention is given to the student. The last 
consequence is suspension.

         This year, after three years inac-
tive, the Detention Room was brought back 
as the third consequence in the Being-On-
Time Policy.

       Before, teachers would give individ-
ual detentions to students. Now, the Deten-
tion Room is organized collectively. Run by 
teachers who volunteer to supervise, deten-

Is the TDSB’s New 
Progressive-Discipline Policy 

Working?
By Mariya Tanyashyna

Jarvis Students Suffering 
From 

Classtrophobia?
By Nicole Wong

A student walks into his first class of the 
school year and takes a seat, waiting for 

class to begin. He looks around and notices 
that there seem to be more students than 
desks, counting thirty or more heads. 
 Class time is spent attempting 
to seat students, sometimes requiring the 
teacher to call down to the office to order 
more desks or chairs.               
 When asked about her experienc-
es, Mariya Tanyashyna, a Grade 12 student, 
said, “A lot of people don’t get to ask ques-
tions, and it is often difficult to get people 
to focus, especially in the beginning of the 
year. In addition, a lot of the classrooms are 
small, so it is difficult to accommodate large 
groups of students. For the first month or 
so of classes, there weren’t enough chairs or 
desks for everyone.”

             Grade 12 student Amalan Thar-
umagulasingam said, “[When we] have a 
class with more than 30 students, it can get 
pretty loud which can disturb the concen-
tration and focus of some students.”

             Ms. Purcell, a Jarvis English 
teacher, says that she has three Grade 12 
English classes with more than 30 students 
each. When asked if she had more of these 
large classes than in previous years, she re-
sponded with, “Definitely.”

             “With larger classes, there’s less 
time for each student,” she adds.

         Michael Tan, Grade 12, noted 
that, “because there are more students per 
class, the teachers have much more to mark, 
resulting in them not always being able to 
hand back our assignments on time.”
 What is the reason behind this 
sudden increase in students per class? 
 Ms. Hicks, Jarvis’s Vice Principal, 
explains that there are different factors con-
tributing to this, one of which is something 
called our school’s “LOI”, or Learning Op-
portunity Index.

             LOI is defined on the TDSB’s of-
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It’s Russia in the year 1872.  The University 
of Moscow’s student union, led by Ser-

gei Nikolayev, is going around the country 
preaching the ideas of liberty to serfs—telling 
them that they are not property, that they do 
have rights, and that they must take a stand 
against the injustices of feudalism.  These 
university students, some as young as fifteen, 
are willing to put their own lives in jeopardy 
for their cause,  and are to this day considered 
heroes in the eyes of the Russian people.

Certainly, the University of Moscow has got 
bragging rights when it comes to influential 
student councils.  
 Now back to 2010.  Every spring, 
Jarvisites go to the polls to vote for the fol-
lowing year’s student council.  Theoretically, 
we are choosing the group that will lead us, 
much like Sergei Nikolayev’s student union 
did, to great things.  The students we pick 
should be reflective of our priorities, and 
should be making a significant difference to 
the community.
 But is this really the case?  Most 
students don’t appear to think so.  In fact, 

TOP 4 ANNOYING TTC 
RIDERS

By Milena Agache

If you ride the bus, streetcar or subway, 
chances are you’ve taken your fair share of 

abuse from your fellow TTC riders. It’s about 
time someone paid tribute to these everyday 
heroes. Whether they’re cutting you off in 
line, pushing you down stairs or blasting 
music, the following characters always take a 
little time out of their day to rob you of your 
will to live.

The Pole Dancer 
Often travelling in packs with other teenage 

girls, the pole dancer will go to great lengths 
to stand out among her peers. By demon-
strating her raw talent à la exotic dancer, she 
establishes herself as daring and spontane-
ous in her circle of friends. As soon as she 
steps onto the train, she will begin her rou-
tine by attaching herself to the nearest pole, 
and firmly planting her flip-flops on the dirty 
floor. Her exhibit begins, and as the subway 
jolts the tween around, barely suppressed 
memories of Miley Cyrus’s performance at 
the Teen Choice Awards flash before the eyes 
of innocent passengers. Her girlfriends loud-
ly cheer her on, snapping “cute pics” of the 
young burlesque queen and her silly antics. 
Eventually, after trying out a few new moves 
on her unwilling audience, the train reaches 
Queen Station where the pole dancer and her 

friends must go off in search of cute clothes 
and boxed sets of The Hills.

The Guy with the Loud Music
Fond of each and every genre of music you 
hate, the loud music guy prefers to travel 
during morning rush hours (presumably for 
optimal enragement of other riders). He car-
ries the firm belief that his particular taste in 
music reigns supreme over every other person 
on the TTC. As such, it would only make 
sense to share the joy of hardcore death metal 
with others at 8 a.m. 
 It is often a task in itself to identify 
loud music guy, as he is truly a master of dis-
guise. Sporting deceptively tiny ear buds, he 

Continued on page 9
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STuDENT inACTIvISm?

Students sitting in room 416, which serves as a detention room during the lunch periods.

By Daisy May Dowdall
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EDITORIAlS
IN mEmORY OF mR. DEWEES
It is said that after high school, the real 

world begins. This year, however, the real 
world was forced through our Jarvis doors, 
and into our hands with the passing of Mr. 
Dewees.
 We were no longer safe behind our 
textbooks, and calculators, and the simple, 
mundane worries of high school life. Death, 
injustice, void, were words we had to ab-
sorb.
      Many students came to school on Mon-
day in a state of confusion - reality is hard 
to swallow. Many believed the news to be  
a joke, or a mistake, only to find that the 
nightmare was true.
 At first, it all seemed too large. The 
reality of his death hung over the school, dark 
and all consuming.
 However, within the misery and the 
grief, there was an aspect of beauty, for on 
that first Monday, the school was united in a 

way it had never been before.
      Students who, up until that point, were 
unfamiliar with each other, cried together, 
and held hands. Over a hundred Jarvisites 
traveled to High Park station to lay down 
flowers, share fond memories, and pay their 
last respects. 
 The feeling of unity was not only 
felt within the student body. The first Mon-
day after his passing, the whole school shed 
the labels, “student” and “staff.” We learned 
to simply become people: people who can 
hurt, and cry, and help. We accepted one an-
other, all sharing the load of grief and loss.
 The building resonated with the 
respect and compasion with which we had 
learned to acknowledge each other over the 
course of a morning. Those feelings reached 
out beyond Jarvis walls. Students from other 
schools, and people on the street became a 
part of that day.  They shared with us the 

tragedy and the beauty.
 Mr. Dewees is gone from Jarvis, but 
embedded with the walls, laced into the fab-
ric of our curtains, and engrained into our 
minds is his image, his voice, and his smile.
 People all have different ways of 
coping with death. We give a moment of si-
lence, or become solitary or angry. Mr. Dew-
ees’s last gift was to unite us all. Our gift to 
him, and our way of showing respect should 
be to become everything he hoped for us to 
be: kind, passionate and cultured students.  

Picture this:  A prosperous country has 
won the rights to host the 2010 Win-

ter Olympics. Just prior to the start of the 
Games, the whole nation is energized by the 
cross-country torch run and buzzing about 
“owning the podium,” a reference to the 

number of medals the country’s athletes are 
expected to win. 
 Then, just before the Games are set 
to begin, an athlete is tragically killed dur-
ing a practice run for a sport called the luge; 
there’s a glitch during the opening ceremo-
nies, and rain, instead of snow, is falling from 
the heavens. 
 Once the Games start, some of the 
country’s athletes pegged to win gold med-
als do not. It looks as though this country’s 
prospects for gold are going to be dim, in-
deed. But, a few days into the Games, there’s 
a turnaround and the country wins its first 
gold medal. This seems to open up the flood-
gates and by the end of the Games, the coun-
try ends up with a record number of gold 
medals (14), including one for men’s hockey.
 By now, I’m sure you’ve figured out 

that the country I’m referring to is Canada, 
but what you may be wondering is why I’m 
recapping the recent events of the Winter 
Olympics. It’s because in many ways they 
represent triumph over adversity, a concept 
we all have to deal with at one time or an-
other. 
 For a while, it seemed that the 
Games were operating under a dark cloud, 
but then things turned around. What I take 
away from the Games is that even though 
things may look grim, there’s always hope. 
If you work hard, stay focused and are de-
termined, as our athletes were, you can turn 
around any situation. Remember this the 
next time you’re facing an obstacle, no mat-
ter how big or how small.  

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER

THE JARvIS INvITATIONAL

The senior boys’  basketball team won the 46th Jarvis Invitation Tournament. See the full story on page 11.
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TRIumPH OvER ADvERSITY

By Revina Nageshar
Purchasing bottled water has a big impact 
on our society. The bottle contains chemi-
cals that pollute our environment and cause 
many health risks. By continuing to purchase 
bottled water we are increasing our chances of 
escalating these risks. These risks include dis-
eases that come from chlorine, pesticides and 
many other chemicals that lie within bottled 
water.
 Many people think that purchasing 
bottled water is the safest way to drink water 
because it’s considered purified and holds no 
contaminants. What they don’t know is that 
some bottled water is the same as tap water.
 We can’t guarantee that these compa-
nies actually purify our bottled water. There-
fore we should be cautious with the amount of 
bottled water we consume on a regular basis.

WHy N O T
t o

PURCHASE
BOTTLED WATER
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Leadership is something that people ac-
quire over time, and for each individual, 

is perceived differently. Jarvis Collegiate is 
very fortunate to have a leadership program, 
specially designed for students who have an 
interest in developing their organizational, 
problem-solving and teamwork skills. 
 This program began with Mr. De-
wees’s vision of a school where students can 
make a big difference. Mr. Dewees was a part 
of a Professional Learning Community, a 
school-wide group of teachers who set goals 
and share their ideas for learning. 
 Through much work and dedica-
tion and with the help of staff members, the 
Jarvis Pine Crest Leadership Camp Program 
was established. Its first event was in May 
2009, and over 20 Grade 10 and 11 students 
attended.
 From September 27- 29, 2009, its 
second event took place and over 30 students 
attended. 
 The Leadership Program begins 
with a three-day-two-night camping experi-

ence at YMCA Camp Pine Crest, approxi-
mately two and a half hours north of Toron-
to.
 These activities include games that 
encourage students to interact and cooperate 
with each other. Camp members can recall 
playing Pictionary, jumping over fallen trees 
in the classic game of Predator and Prey. They 
learn to enjoy themselves while accomplish-
ing challenges that test their endurance and 
determination.
 “What I enjoyed about the camp 

was the fact that I was able to recongnize 
myself as a leader. I made great new friends, 
became very close with others and it was the 
best experience. The scenery was gorgeous,” a 
Grade 10 camp member said.
      “Yeah, I did love the camp, despite [that 
I’m] not an outdoor person. I liked how we 
got together and shared funny things,” Mo-
hammed Chowdhur, a Grade 10 camp mem-
ber, stated.
 Not only is this a camp where stu-
dents acquire leadership skills, but it’s also a 
place where students of different grades meet 
and develop friendships.
 “I enjoyed the fact that it was a 
great bonding experience with students and 
teachers. Nothing gets you closer with some-
one than sharing a cabin together,” Inder 
Krishan, a Grade 12 camp member said.
 At the camp, Mr. Dewees acted as 
a mentor, and students welcomed his guid-

ance.
 “Mr. Dewees was great. He dressed 
as if he were going to start teaching us Latin 
at the Adventure Field. The second day he 
climbed the high-ropes even though he was 
scared of heights. He was the reason why I 
tried the high-ropes,” Inder Krishan remem-
bers.
 Mr. Bartha, Jarvis guidance coun-
sellor and member of the Leadership Com-
mittee, said, “We helped him as much as we 
could, but he was the one who did a lot. I 
would say that Mr. Dewees did 90% of all 
the work.”
 In another interview, Miss Noble, 
a member of the Leadership Committee, 
agreed, “he was constantly in the office trying 
to ensure that we had enough money for the 
camp to run. He actually got the superinten-
dent to contribute to the first camping event. 

By Andrea Li

A student hall-pass was issued to all Jarvis 
classes, Grades 9 to 12, at the beginning 

of the 2009 school year. The dubious device 
has hit a nerve with many of Jarvis’s students, 
sparking debate. Some feel that the pass has 
brought positive change to the hallways, but 
others see it as a contributor to sickness and 
an object to be continuously misused by stu-
dents.  

       When questioned about the hall-
pass’s introduction, Vice-Principal Mr. Dye 
said, “The pass was issued in an attempt to 
combat skipping, which has greatly increased 
in recent years.”
 Even though the evidence is anec-
dotal, Mr. Dye feels a drastic change has oc-

curred. “There has certainly been a change in 
the hallways since the pass was introduced. 
There’s less traffic and fewer students loiter-
ing in between classes.” 
 English teacher Mr. Cordon agreed, 
“I regret it’s necessary to have one, but from 
my perspective there’s been a noticeable 
change. In the past, there had been more 
students in the halls, so something needed 
to be done.” Thirty-five of the 43 students 
surveyed also felt that the introduction of the 
pass was justified, as student punctuality was 
poor last year. 

       Many staff and students also feel 
that the hall-pass is a potential threat to 
health. There aren’t any hall-pass holders in 
the washroom, which means that the pass is 
most likely brought into the stall with the stu-
dent. If true, the pass would then be touched 
by an unwashed hand, as the occupant trav-
els from the stall to the sink. Thirty-eight of 
the 43 students surveyed already believed 
the pass to be unsanitary. Grade 12 student 
Rachael McKay elaborated, “There are fewer 
people in the halls now, but fewer people also 
go to the bathroom because they don’t want 
to touch or carry the hall-pass. It’s sickening 
to even think about all the germs that may 
reside on that plastic cover.” 
 Mr. Dye conceded that there are 
problems with the pass, “The new system is a 
process of implementation and as we recog-
nize the faults we will do our best to attend 
to them. The design can be revised.” 

       Other issues have arisen with the 
hall-pass. For instance, the rule of there be-
ing only one pass per classroom; this causes 
problems in situations where more than one 
person has to go to the washroom.
 Grade 12 student Chris Reidak 
commented, “I’ve seen people steal a hall-
pass. It’s pathetic, when you can’t go to the 
washroom because your only key to get out is 
gone.” 
 The 8x11 hall-passes will be re-
printed every month in a new colour so stu-
dents don’t counterfeit them. In this school 
year alone nearly 800 passes will be printed.

       More than three quarters of the 
Grade 12 students surveyed disapproved of 

the hall-pass, as they had seen no major dif-
ferences within the school. Grade 12 student 
Sima Sultan felt quite strongly about the 
topic, “I personally have seen no effect on 
the school with the introduction of the hall-

pass. Half the time there isn’t a single soul out 
there monitoring me or the other wandering 
students without hall-passes.”         
   

JARvIS HALL-PASSES NECESSARY?
By Aaron Shadrach

tions are held during lunch from 12:00 to 
12:20 p.m.

       When asked about the deten-
tion room,  Ms. Syrakos, a Social Sciences 
teacher at Jarvis, stated, “I believe that peo-
ple need to build skills in order to succeed 
in life, including skills like time manage-
ment and punctuality. A detention might 
seem like a negative consequence, but in 
the long-run, it is one way to improve upon 
those skills.”

             Ms. Sgouromitis, a Social Scienc-
es teacher at Jarvis, is one who believes in 
Progressive Discipline because, as she stat-
ed, “Our society has changed and so has the 
discipline that’s allowed in schools. Twenty 

years ago, no one questioned the teacher or 
the principal. [Now], we have to show that 
it’s a process and discipline isn’t arbitrary.”

       Furthermore, she stated, “It takes 
a long time to work with a student to cor-
rect his or her behavior. Each student is dif-
ferent. One approach may work with one 
but not with another.”

        Ms. Sgouromitis agreed that cur-
rent concerns about Progressive Discipline 
may have overshadowed other disciplin-
ary measures taken by teachers. She stated, 
“The Detention Room is only one example 
of discipline.”

       When asked for a student per-
spective, Michael Tan, Grade 12, said, “It is 
[too lenient] judging from the results. Some 
students have not changed at all. Teaching 
is largely neglected in certain courses just 
to compensate for the behavioral issues of 
some students.”

    According to Michael, the new 
system treats “young adults as children 
[and] if you treat someone as a child, they 
will behave like a child.”

        When asked about the future, 
Principal Addo Noel said, “We reflect on 
all school practices with hopes of improv-
ing and refining them.”

Continued from page 1

“I personally have seen no effect 
on the school with the 

introduction of the hall pass.”

Is the new Progressive Disci-
pline Policy working?

Continued on page 4

REcOGNIZING REAl lEADERS:
cAMP PINE cREST

“I enjoyed the fact that it was a great 
bonding experience with students 

and teachers.”

Grade 12 student Samar Haouas poses for a mugshot 
with the stolen hall-pass

The students congregated for a photo outside the camp. 

“The new system is a process of 
implementation and as we recog-
nize the faults we will do our best 
to attend to them. The design can 

be revised.”

“Twenty years ago, no one ques-
tioned the teacher or the princi-
pal. Now, we have to show that 
it’s a process and discipline isn’t 

arbitrary.”



He made all the contacts, worked with camp 
leaders, planned out the weekend.”
 “He loved camp and he wanted to 
bring the experience to kids—city kids—to 
actually go out and explore the outdoors,” 
Miss Noble said. “This allows kids to see 
the value of leadership for work and post-
secondary school. Every kid, loud and shy, 
can exemplify leadership and promote a fun 
atmosphere and bond in school spirit. Mr. 
Dewees was so great. His passion for teach-
ing and supporting people was so evident.”

      When asked if the Leadership Camp 
would continue, both Miss Noble and Mr. 
Bartha answered uncertainly.
 “The Leadership Program is cur-

rently not running,” Miss Noble said. “I 
hope it does; we will try to bring it back in 
his honour. It was his original vision, and it 
was fantasitc. But for now, I think we need 

time to deal with the loss of our friend.” 
 Mr. Bartha also wondered if the 
program would continue. “If it weren’t for 
his time and effort, it wouldn’t happen. I 

don’t know if there’s another one like him, 
but it would be excellent if we can find a way 
to continue from where we left off.” 
 It was Mr. Dewees’s dream, and al-

though he’s not here to see us, we still feel 
his dedication and will hopefully continue to 
promote the camp as a great learning experi-
ence for future students. 
 “I remember,” Miss Noble smiled, 
“during the bus ride to the camp, we were 
looking back at the kids who were all jok-
ing and fooling around, and he said, ‘Look 
at this, Noble, isn’t this the epitome of teach-
ing, giving kids the experience, seeing them 
have so much fun, and being able to be a 
part of it all?’”
 Mr. Dewees will always be remem-
bered. The dedication and passion he had for 
what he loved to do was truly inspiring.

Camp Pine Crest 
Continued from page 3
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Key Signatures. Semibreves. Dotted Min-
ims. Michael Jackson. Led Zeppelin.

 To those reading, the first three 
might seem like gibberish and the last two 
legendary musicians. All of the above, how-
ever, have one common factor: Music. 
 Imagine a life without music. To 
have no songs to sing along with, have no 
artists to idolize. No commercial jingles to 
remember and joke about. To not be able to 
rebel and feel part of something greater. Mu-
sic is an essential part of cultures worldwide 
and of humanity as a whole. There seems to 
be a gradual decline of enrolment in the mu-
sic program. Is it because students have lost 
an interest in music? 
 The answer to that is a resound-
ing no. When interviewed, students freely 
expressed their love for music and consid-
ered themselves inseparable from their mu-
sic players. When the conversation turned 
towards playing an instrument or singing, 

however, the answers became more opinion-
ated. 
 “I took music ‘cause I like it. I also 
want to win the music award so I plan to 
take it throughout high school,” a Grade 11 
student said. “I took music because I like to 
sing!!’ said Grade 11 Vocals student Jerilyn 
Cu. 
      Loyal music students who dropped the 
course in their final year cited academic rea-
sons.             
 “I didn’t take a music course this 
year because I had no space. If it was up to 
me, I would have taken music all through 
high school, but now that I have to start 
worrying about universities, I couldn’t afford 

to take it,” Student Council Vice-President 
Fahad Rahmat said. He went on to say that 
he enjoyed taking Strings as a course and 
that he found it to be relaxing. 
 When non-music students were 
asked why they did not choose music as a 
mandatory arts course in their first year, the 
answers varied. Some expressed genuine in-
terest for Drama and Art and were more mo-
tivated in these fields. Fair enough. 
 Other students, however, had more 
startling reasons. An alarmingly high num-
ber believed that knowing how to play an in-
strument and be able to read music was nec-
essary and, because they lacked these skills, 
chose to not take the course. Students also 
felt the dedication and practice required was 
too stressful and felt that they could not cope 
with the added pressure of performance tests 
and concert practices. 
 This is a misunderstanding, as 
Jarvis offers a Beginner Grade 9 course for 
music where students are taught how to play 
and read music, while for the more advanced 

students a Grade 9 Experienced course is also 
offered. These misconceptions can be erased 
by simply advertising the music program 
better and making information available to 
the students. 
 Students also expressed their desire 
for more “modernized” music. “They should 
play music that is more hip-hop, rock and 
pop and songs that are part of the pop cul-
ture,” said Grade 11 student Stephan James. 
 Mrs. Kocukov has made an effort 
to include popular songs such as Michael 
Jackson’s “Thriller” and “Beat It,” as these are 
enjoyable for most students and will inspire 
them to stick with the piece and practice 

diligently. 
 For music students with similar 
ideas, there is the Jazz Band at Jarvis, which 
fuses a variety of popular styles and steals 
the show at the annual concerts. This is also 
a chance to show off your talents in a solo 
for your instrument and each student has a 
chance to be in the limelight. 
 Due to the lack of enrolment, the 
Grade 11 and 12 classes had to be merged. 

The orchestra was cancelled this year while 
the Jazz band and Concert band has signifi-
cantly fewer members as well. 
 Music has been scientifically proven 
to increase academic prowess, concentration 
and memory. Playing in a band improves 
teamwork, leadership and social skills. Music 
also improves practice habits and shows that 

hard work is rewarded. It can also be pur-
sued as a profession and opens various career 
paths. Most importantly, it is fun to play 
and entertain yourself and others, and can 
bring people together. So how can students 
be inspired to stay committed to their instru-
ment? 
 The TDSB needs to realize that mu-
sic can enrich a student’s life, and promote 
the music department and increasing infor-
mation about the benefits of music. They 
should also provide the technology required 
to compose music for serious music students 
as well as for those trying to hone their tal-
ent. Taking the above steps will guarantee 
improvement in enrolment, performance 
and even academic success of the students as 
a result.  
 Jarvis Collegiate Institute has a 
long and rich history of music as an essential 
part of the curriculum. Though enrolment 
and interest has waned in recent times, with 
better technology and advertising Jarvis can 
be sure to bring out the hidden talents in 
its students and promote creativity. As with 
generations past, present and those to come, 
the beat must go on.

THE BEAT MUST GO ON
By Kabeer Sethi

“Students miss the concert band practices, consider the program to be 
demanding and sometimes only practice during classes. This hurts our 

ability to move faster and play more challenging songs.”

“Look at this, isn’t this the epitome of teaching, giving kids the experi-
ence, seeing them have so much fun, and being able to be a part of it 

all?”

“If it was up to me, I would have 
taken music all through high 
school, but now that I have to 

start worrying about universities, I 
couldn’t afford to take it.”

Grade 12 student Judy Wang’s flute, rented from the JCI music department. 

School events, when successful, have the power to 
unify a school through music, speech, and dramatic 

art. Jarvis for Haiti took place on February 19th, em-
bracing all art forms as it united students, teachers and 
guests in a movement to recognize and help reduce the 
suffering of earthquake victims in Haiti.
 Organized by Carmeleta Anderson and stu-
dent volunteeers, the show accomplished more than 
raising money. It exemplified Jarvis talent, featuring 
dub poetry recitals by Heyab Muluneh and Yusra 
Khogoli, as well as songs by the Senior Choir and 
TDSB Idol contestant Genesis Ruiz.  
 Also featured were local and international 
artists such as Projek Raw, Mayhem Finest, and 2Bad. 
Rogers Television filmed the event, and their broadcast 
was aired in High School Rush a few weeks later. 
 The show’s success was a reflection of the hard 
work, practice and dedication put in by the organizers 
and participants, raising nearly one thousand dollars 
for Haitian earthquake victims and inspiring a sense of 
community and responsibility. 

“Our rewards in life will always be in exact pro-
portion to the amount of consideration we show 

toward others.” — Earl Nightingale

JARvIS FOR HAITI
By Samar Haouas
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a surprising number seem to consider the 
council a group of glorified event planners.
 “It is difficult to clearly define 
their job,” says Nicole Wong, a Grade 12 
student.  “I’m not really sure what they do 
other than dances and events.”  Dechen 
Kustapba, also in Grade 12, agrees:  “They 
do events. That’s it.”
  One of the major issues, however, 
seems to be that no student has any con-
crete suggestions for what more the student 
council can do.  Indeed, while the vision 
of the council as the voice of the students 
does not appear to be lost, there seems to be 
a certain amount of hesitance on our part 
regarding making that vision a reality.
 “Students need to be willing to 
approach the student council with their 
suggestions.  We will listen,” points out Fa-
had Rahmat, the council’s vice president.
 While this hesitance is, in some 
cases, hinged on apathy, there seems to be a 
greater cause: cynicism.  
 “The student council should be 
advocating for every kid who asks for their 
help,” comments Mayra Smith Romero, 
Grade 12.  “I’m guessing they can’t question 
the administration all that much, though.”
 However, as it turns out, students’ 
unwillingness to engage the council seems 
to be a larger problem than any alleged 
administerial roadblocks.  “The student 
council is the voice of the students...but if 
students don’t endeavour to use that voice, 
there can be no change,” Ms. Gotsis, Cur-
riculum Leader of Social Sciences, points 
out.
 Ms. Sgourmitis, the student coun-
cil’s teacher-advisor, agrees.  “You need dy-
namism [on the part of the student body] 
to support the student council...They need 
to be willing to participate, or nothing will 
get through.”  She then mentions that no 
student has yet to approach the student 
council with requests to broaden its scope.
 This, as it turns out, is the crux 
of the problem.  Factoring out the role of 
the administration, the situation is this: 
students want the council to branch out in 
unspecified ways, and the council wants to 
know exactly what more the students want 
before even attempting to depart from the 
status quo.  It’s a vicious cycle.
 At this point, it is clear that Jarvis 
has a wanting student body and a willing 
student council.  And while the council 
itself probably does have little power in ex-
panding its role, there is nothing stopping 
us, the students, from bringing our sugges-
tions for change to the table.
 Because when it comes down to 
it, if we want our own Sergei Nikolayev, we 
have to rise to rise to the occasion ourselves, 
and think about how our council can em-
brace the larger world.

Jarvis’s Student Council
Continued from page 1

ficial website as a tool that “ranks our schools 
based on a range of indicators that measure 
external challenges affecting student success. 
The variables used to calculate the LOI are 
ones that studies about educational achieve-

ment have identified as external challenges.”
 The variables used in determining 
the LOI of a school and its students are as 
follows: median income, percentage of fami-
lies whose income is below low income mea-
sure, percentage of families receiving social 
assistance, adults with low education, adults 
with university degrees, and proportion of 
lone-parent families.

             Where does the Toronto District 
School Board obtain this information about 
students and their families? The TDSB states 
that they obtain the postal code data for each 
student from their Student Information Sys-
tem. This postal code is linked to tax returns 
of all the families with school-aged children 
living in that postal code. The other vari-
ables (such as the proportion of lone-parent 
families and education levels) are determined 
by linking the postal code with information 
from the Canada Census. In a nutshell, all 
the variables used in calculating the LOI of 
a school are based on the neighbourhoods in 
which the students live.
 The LOI ranking of our school is 
important because it influences how many 
teachers Jarvis can hire.

             “The TDSB redefined the factors 
used in determining the LOI last spring,” 
said Ms. Hicks, “which made it so that a 
school’s ESL needs were no longer a factor in 

deciding the LOI.” This change was made of-
ficially by the TDSB on February 11, 2009. 
Jarvis’s LOI ranking, due to these changes, 
fell, resulting in our school having to let go 
of five teachers last year.

             According to the TDSB, “The 
school with the greatest level of external chal-
lenges is ranked #1 and is described as high-

est on the index.” Jarvis’s LOI rank in 2007 
was 7. In 2009, its rank fell to 29.

            The change was the decision to 
exclude recent immigration as a variable in 
calculating the LOI of a school. In a TDSB 

document, they explain that recent immigra-
tion was not included as a variable because 
“research and analysis of TDSB data shows 
that immigration status is not well correlated 
with student achievement.”

             They add that “it is important to 
note that resources to address the major 
challenge of recent immigrants -- language 
learning -- are provided through funding for 
English Language Learners (formerly called 
ESL). [These resources] are distributed based 
on the number of students in each school 
who are recent immigrants from countries 
where English is not a main language.”

            When asked about the changes 
made to the LOI, French teacher Ms. Rossos 
said that the TDSB “needs to find a better 
way to evaluate more broadly the needs of a 
school.”
 The TDSB states that the Canada 
Census data that they are using to determine 
the LOI of a school is from the most recent 
census in 2006, with the next Canada Cen-
sus taking place in May of 2011. If there is 
such a large gap between the sets of data be-
ing used to calculate the LOI, then perhaps 
the TDSB should find an alternative to us-
ing the Canada Census data in determining a 
school’s needs. The LOI index may not accu-
rately represent the needs of Jarvis’s students 
today because they are not using up-to-date 
information.

            The next question is, if our school 
is understaffed, is there anything that can be 
done to fix the problem? 
 The TDSB document says they 
“recognize that it is necessary to mitigate the 
impacts of the new LOI for […] the schools 
that have a significant shift in rank.” They 
add that, “The Staffing Allocation Commit-
tee will use discretion to mitigate changes.” 
 Ms. Hicks said that the school was 
granted the right to hire two more teachers 

for this school year, and that they revised the 
timetable to fit them in.    
 However, having lost five teachers 
last year, hiring two new teachers may not be 
enough to alleviate the problem. The TDSB 
notes on their official website that they up-
date how they rank a school’s LOI every two 
years. If this is the case, it’s possible that we’ll 
have to get used to these large class sizes until 
a better solution comes along.

Large Class Sizes
Continued from page 1

“The TDSB needs to find a better way to evaluate more broadly the 
needs of a school.”

“When we have a class with more than 30 students, it can get pretty 
loud, which can disturb the concentration and focus of some 

students. ”

You’re faced with an English class novel 
which you’ve yet to open and a loom-

ing test on the book the very next day. If this 
situation seems familiar to you, you’re not 
alone. This desperation often leads to many 
Jarvis students rushing towards popular in-
ternet resources for last minute help. 
 Of a total of 40 Jarvis students 
surveyed, 80% of them stated that they fre-
quently resorted to Sparknotes.com when 
they needed help with school work.
       The Sparknotes website claims to 
“help students learn and practice basic skills, 
write a paper, study for a test and achieve 
their academic goals.”
 Forty percent of the Jarvis students 
surveyed, however, admitted to 
occasionally using Sparknotes to 
pass their English courses without 
reading their novels. Another 13% 
stated that they always referred to 
Sparknotes as their sole method of 
completing their English assign-
ments.
 When asked why he 
though students constantly refer to Spar-
knotes, John Maule, a Grade 12 student, 
said, “Students have a lot of things to do. 
Instead of reading a 500 page book, we can 
get the information really easily and in a clear 
and understandable format.”
 Amer Chowdhury, a former Grade 
12 student at Jarvis, acknowledged that if 
students use Sparknotes right before certain 
quizzes, they can sometimes get as high as a 
70%.
 It is easy to see why the site can be 
such an asset to students. The website offers 
a modern translation of 19 different Shake-
spearean plays, as well as study guides for lit-
erature commonly read in school. 
 Most of the novel study guides are 
divided into the following convenient sec-

tions: Plot Overview, Character List, Analy-
sis of Major Characters, Themes Motifs and 
Symbols, and Summary. Particularly useful 
are the detailed chapter-by-chapter summa-
ries of each novel. The main plot and char-

acter developments for different novels are 
covered in the summaries, making it a way 
for students to learn the plot of the novel, 
without actually reading it. 
 Bearing in mind how potentially 
useful the site is, is there anything wrong with 

using Sparknotes as an academic resource?
 Ms. Krekeler, who previously taught 
Grade 12 English at Jarvis, said, “It could be 
a useful tool if you’re stuck on themes or you 
don’t know how to continue, but as an exclu-

sive source of research, absolutely not.”
 When asked for a specific disadvan-

tage to using Sparknotes as an exclusive source 
of research, she explained that, “Sparknotes 
does instill laziness with constant use. If you 
keep going to the site you’re never going to 
be able to practice identifying metaphors, 
themes and other things on your own.”
 Mr. Kilpatrick, another English 
teacher at Jarvis, agreed that Sparknotes 
could be a fine tool or aid, but was quick to 
add that, “It cannot replace actually reading 
and studying the text with the teacher’s as-
sistance.”
 Mohsin Khan, a current university 
student and Jarvis graduate, stated, “Right 
now, it won’t matter, but as work habits build 
in university, these people that abuse Spar-
knotes are the same that fail and drop out 
due to the fact that they’ve never read a book 

in their life.”
 Mr. Kulak, a Jarvis Eng-
lish teacher currently on leave, 
pointed out that there are certain 
tactics teachers use to counteract 
Sparknotes abuse. “Students need 
to be engaged and challenged,” to 
solve the problem. 
 One of the main reasons 

for Jarvisites resorting to Sparknotes is pro-
crastination. If students do not invest enough 
time and thought into their English work, 
they won’t be able to complete their assign-
ments or study effectively for their quizzes.  
 The summaries offered by Spar-
knotes, however accurate, lack one essential 
aspect. A summary, no matter how detailed, 
will always omit certain events in a chapter. 
Through reading a novel, there are specific 
parts that seem significant but are not found 
in the Sparknotes summaries.
 Ultimately, Sparknotes.com may 
just be the “spark” that a student needs, but 
a constant reliance on it can  encourage pro-
crastination and laziness, as well as possibly 
preventing Jarvisites from developing ideas of 
their own.

By Abdulkarim Muhaseen
SPARKNOTES: AID OR cRUTcH?

Having lost five teachers last year, 
hiring two new teachers may not 

be enough to alleviate the problem.

Ultimately, Sparknotes.com may 
just be the “spark” that a student 
needs, but a constant reliance on it 
can  encourage procrastination and 
laziness, as well as possibly prevent-
ing Jarvisites from developing ideas 

of their own.

“It could be a useful tool if you’re 
stuck on themes or you don’t know 
how to continue, but as an exclusive 
source of research, absolutely not.”
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cANADA: lEAD, FOllOW, OR GO HOME!

When all hopes were dashed and the 
halls of the Bella Centre began filling 

with negotiators during the last week of the 
chaotic Copenhagen Climate Conference, a 
miracle happened. The Copenhagen Accord 
was born.

     During the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference (COP15) from 
December 7-18, 2009, over 15 000 repre-
sentatives from 200 countries convened in 
Copenhagen at the Bella Centre to form a 
treaty around solving the most crucial issues 
of the century.

     A decision had to be made about 
financing to help nations adapt to the in-
creasing intensity of climate change and to 
make sure emissions sharply decline before 
the next decade.

     At a recent lecture at the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen, UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-Moon stated that for there to be a 
successful climate deal it has to “involve all 
countries, provide comprehensive support to 
the most vulnerable, backed by money and 
the means to deliver it, and lastly, an equi-
table structure that addresses the needs of 
developing countries”.

     However, he also stated, “The cli-
mate negotiations are proceeding at glacial 
speed.  The world’s glaciers are now melting 
faster than human progress to protect them 
– and us.”

     Politicians downplayed hopes of 
anything adequate to come out of Copenha-
gen. Certain countries like Canada did not 
want to negotiate at all and came mostly to 
block negotiations. 

     The Canadian Youth Delegation 
was so disappointed in Canada for obstruct-
ing the talks that they held signs in the Bella 
Centre stating “Lead, Follow or Go Home!” 
and “American, eh?”.

  The streets of the green capital of the world 
were flooded with negotiators, delegates and 
youth with an unwavering sense of urgency 
in the air. Youths petitioned leaders for a le-
gally binding treaty instead of a weak politi-
cal agreement.

     After almost two weeks of intense 
negotiations, on December 17th, 2009, a 
climate treaty was struck after a last-minute 
meeting with China, U.S., South Africa, Bra-
zil and India. During this short timeframe, 
hundreds of protesters were arrested. Canada 
was humiliated after a fake leaked treaty, and 
walk-outs from developing nations made the 
conference grow to epic proportions.

     The treaty was a 3-pager with no 
legally binding targets whatsoever compared 
to the detailed 20-page legally binding Kyo-
to Protocol. Two years worth of planning has 
led up to this climactic event and the end 
result may have fallen short of scientific tar-

gets.
 However, despite being legally 
binding, the Kyoto Protocol, signed in 2004, 
did not achieve the results desired. The Unit-
ed States, the greatest emitter of greenhouse 
gases, chose not to sign this treaty, and Can-
ada has since increased emissions by 34%.

      During the last few months, youth 
involvement has been commendable. On 
October 23-26, 2009, more than a thousand 

youths from across Canada gathered in Ot-
tawa for the Power Shift Conference. Power 
Shift‘s itinerary included an inspirational 
keynote with live entertainment, 3 days of 
workshops, a green-jobs fair and more, lead-
ing up to a massive lobby day on Parliament 
Hill.

     The TDSB is making progressive 
changes. Maggie Ballantyne, Student Lead-
ership Facilitator at EcoSchools, stated that 
“the TDSB in fact has met its Kyoto targets 
because of the launch of EcoSchools.” Eco-
Schools is a program developed by the school 
board to increase environmental awareness 
and promote green choices in school life.

     The Jarvis Eco Team (formerly the 
Jarvis Environment Club) is planning many 
amazing initiatives to get the ball rolling. 
Other than the volunteer-run recycling pro-
gram, the club has also focused on raising 
awareness through campaigns such as the 
“Seal the Deal” petition campaign on the 
Copenhagen Climate Conference and fair 
trade hot chocolate lug-a-mug giveaway.

     Its main project will be “Resource 
Rangers”, which hopes to integrate conser-
vation of resources into our classrooms. Rep-
resentatives from every Home Form class will 
make sure that everything is done to con-
serve resources and will report if there aren’t 
recycling bins. The monthly meetings on the 
first Thursday of every month with Resource 
Rangers will involve hands-on workshops to 
learn more about the issues and brainstorm 
about activities to make our school green. 

     Ms. Watson, Jarvis’s Eco Team ad-
visor, shares a vision: “If teachers were more 
involved in focusing on these issues, eco con-
sciousness would be embedded into their life 
and ultimately we [wouldn’t] need an Envi-
ronment Club because everyone would be 
doing it.”

     Green is trendy and it’s our future 
that will be the most affected by the devas-
tating after-effects of unsustainable living. It 
is our responsibility to take control.

Canadian Youth Rallied on Parliament 
Hill & Queen’s Park
By Jiawen Zhou

Imagine sitting in class, talking to your 
friends. “Did you see the game last night? 

We should’ve won. If only the ref hadn’t 
called that penalty. That was so stupid!” 
 Now imagine calling the ref “gay” 
instead of stupid. 
 “That was so gay!” 
 Huh? 
 Today, being gay means to like 
somebody of the same gender as you. Gay 
does not mean stupid and gay people are 
not any more or less intelligent than any-
body else simply because they are gay. So 
why is it that we constantly hear this nega-
tive connotation associated with homosexu-
ality? 
 In 2006, well over 105, 000 stu-
dents were surveyed in the TDSB Student 
Census, 8% of whom did not identify 
as heterosexual. While this percentage 
may seem small, this equals about 8, 000 
students in the TDSB that identify as gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, not sure, questioning 
or ‘other’ (queer, two-spirited, transgen-
der, transexual or any combination of the 
above). 
 So the question is, where are they? 
 After much searching around un-
der classroom desks, I found a small group 
of students at the weekly Gay-Straight Alli-
ance (GSA) meeting and spoke to them. 
 “I haven’t had any serious ho-
mophobic experiences other than hearing 
people say things like ‘faggot’,” says Adanyi 

Noel, currently in her fifth year at Jarvis.
 Nicole Savoie, a former Jarvis stu-
dent raised by two mothers, agrees. “I didn’t 
[receive any bullying because of it], because 
I made it a point to hang out with people 
who are cool with who I am, which includes 
being cool with my family.
 “I feel like it may cost the straight 
students a chance at some amazing friend-
ships… Some of my best friends are gay 
or bisexual and I can’t imagine life without 
them,” she adds.
 In a survey of 77 Jarvis students, 
10% identified as non-heterosexual, 63% 
of whom are open about their sexuality to 
fewer than ten people! An additional 4% of 

students did not reveal their sexual orienta-
tion, even when assured that the results are 
completely anonymous.
 So why is Jarvis still in the closet?
 Maybe incidents like the following 
are scaring students to hide in their closets 
among the skeletons.
 In early February 2008, Lawrence 
King, a 15-year-old student in Oxnard, Cali-
fornia, asked one of his classmates to be his 
Valentine. A few days later the other student, 
14-year-old Brandon McInerney, retaliated, 
shooting him twice in the head.  

King died a few days later.
 Thankfully nothing like this has 
ever happened at Jarvis. So should we really 
be scared? While homophobia isn’t as bad 
at Jarvis, the bigger issue is probably igno-
rance.
 Love is love and who are we to 
stand between two people in love? Nonethe-
less, many people compare homosexuality to 
various criminal activities such as pedophilia 
and bestiality or to a mental disability.
 Homosexuality is not a crime; it 
is different from pedophilia and bestiality 
because it is love between two consenting, 
adult human beings.
 In 1967, Everett Klippert was im-
prisoned indefinitely after being charged 
with several counts of ‘gross indecency’ and 
labeled a dangerous sexual offender by a 
court psychiatrist, because he was gay. The 
Supreme Court of Canada dismissed his ap-
peal, because Klippert had “shown failure to 
control his sexual impulses” and that he “was 
likely to commit further sexual offences… 
with other consenting adult males.”
 This prompted a change in Cana-
dian law and in 1969, homosexuality was 
decriminalized in Canada. Justice Minister 
at the time, Pierre Trudeau, introduced and 
later enforced the bill, advising “There’s no 
place for the state in the bedrooms of the na-
tion.”
 Klippert was finally released in 
1971, two years after the bill was passed.
 Many mental-health care profes-
sionals have learned from this mistake. The 

American Psychological Association (APA) 
recently released a document on non-het-
erosexual orientations and behaviours. This 
document specifically states that children of 
gay and lesbian parents do not experience 
developmental problems because their par-
ents are a non-heterosexual couple and do 
not have the traditional nuclear family im-
age, and that they are no likelier to be gay 
or lesbian themselves. It also emphasizes the 
research put into assuring the fact that ho-
mosexuality is not a mental disorder and is 
just as normal and healthy as heterosexual-
ity.
 Or in the words of one Grade 12 
Jarvis student, “Well, they’re not aliens or 
anything. It’s like hating someone if they 
don’t like the same movies as you.”

THERE’S mORE THAN JuST SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET
By Justin Havelock

“Some of my best friends are gay 
or bisexual and I can’t imagine life 

without them.”

“If teachers were more involved in focusing on these issues, eco conscious-
ness would be embedded into their life and ultimately we [wouldn’t] need 

an Environment Club because everyone would be doing it.”
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It was a cold day in April when I went to 
the American Embassy on University Av-

enue with other members of the Sri Lankan 
Tamil community to participate in the pro-
tests against the war in Sri Lanka, something 
that I and countless others have been com-
mitting our time to since late 2008.  
 Thousands of Tamils were stretched 
out along University Avenue from Queen’s 
Park to the Embassy that day, united in their 
cause. University and college students, sup-
ported by their campus unions, screamed 
out slogans in megaphones. As I protested, 
I took note of the responses to the protest 
by the rest of the city. Very few people took 
notice; most people having gotten used to 
us being in the same place for the past sev-
eral months.  Occasionally, there would be a 
point where some concerned person would 
come up and ask us details about the civil 
war and how they could help; these instances 
made me glad that we were somehow effec-
tive in spreading awareness of the war.  
 Most people understood the seri-
ousness of the war and the sudden, bloody 
turn it took when it escalated towards the 
end of last year, but did not know what to do 
about it. This was a fair thing to say because, 
as I shouted until my voice grew hoarse, I 
was wondering the same thing. Will our pro-
tests and awareness campaigns stop a nation-
al government from staging disappearances 
and stripping their Tamil citizens of a right 
to live just to protect their own policies? 
 Apparently, Sri Lanka is a tear-drop 
shaped island for a reason: for the last two 
centuries it has been immersed in sadness 
and fear. Though it is a religiously and cultur-
ally diverse country (its official languages are 
Sinhalese and Tamil and has a rich Buddhist, 
Christian, Hindu and Islamic heritage), the 
civil wars stemming from years of social un-
rest between the Tamil minority and the Sin-
halese majority have cost countless lives and 
have torn families apart.  
 I myself have little knowledge of 
my family heritage, and will likely never get 
the chance to meet my relatives, as there is 
great risk involved in travelling as a Tamil 
to war zone areas where most of my loved 
ones now live. The hopelessness and sadness 
I feel when thinking about this will likely be 
something many Tamil students in Jarvis can 
relate to.    
 Part of the reason protests began 
recently in Toronto was because of the in-
crease in civilian deaths over recent months 
as a result of the war. Another major reason 

was the frustration felt by many young peo-
ple about the war not getting resolved within 
their lifetimes. After growing up hearing sto-
ries about the war from their parents, they 
felt that, as young people, they could per-
haps empower other Tamils to become more 
involved in their communities to help those 

back in their home country.  
 In late 2008, protests were orga-
nized throughout the Western world, par-
ticularly in Canada and the UK, where large 
Tamil populations can be found. With the 
help of several local newspapers, the war re-
ceived more coverage than ever before, and 
by 2009, when more than 200 000 civilians 
were killed due to recent war activity, these 

protests were in full swing, and involved or-
ganized groups at Queen’s Park, the Ameri-
can Embassy, and the Sri Lankan consulate 
in North Toronto.  
 Having faith in the media, a group 
of Tamil students from Scarborough walked 
on foot to Chicago in late May to raise 
awareness in the United States about the re-
cent battles and the effect they had on the 
already poor Tamil population. Their aim 
was to find Oprah Winfrey and convince her 
to profile the war. In addition, several me-
dia personalities such as the pop musician 

M.I.A. (of “Paper Planes” fame) appealed to 
Oprah to at least make some mention of the 
war. However, after nearly a hundred days of 
walking on foot towards Chicago, the stu-
dents found that Oprah had been convinced 
by Sinhalese Americans of higher status, 
through the use of petitions, that they could 

not get the chance to speak to her.  
 Similarly, many attempts at silenc-
ing the protests in Toronto were made by 
other political groups. Though they failed, 
their attempts likely silenced many that we as 
Tamils were not to be trusted and did not de-
serve any help. As a result, we were able to let 
people know that the war was ongoing and 
affected Tamils of all political backgrounds, 

but could not do enough to convince even 
some provincial leaders to denounce recent 
violence.  
 This may have been why so many 
Tamils were willing to participate in the 
highly controversial blockage of the Gardiner 
Expressway, risking their own lives and those 
of their loved ones by doing so. Though they 
were criticized for their method of getting at-
tention, they eventually received enough at-
tention to finally gain the right to speak their 
opinion.  
      A similar event occurred in Ottawa, 

where a group of older Tamils fasted close to 
death in front of the House of Commons. 
Though they were eventually saved when the 
federal government told them that Canada’s 
involvement in the war effort would be men-
tioned in the House of Commons; nobody 
did so in the end. However, the fasts were 
covered in the newspapers, and more people 
became aware of the war.   
 A lot has been done over the last 
few months to bring Tamils together to show 
our support for Tamils and Sinhalese dissi-
dents back home, and this makes me proud 
as everything was organized quickly and done 
efficiently in a generally peaceful manner. 
However, not much has occurred besides in-
creasing awareness of the war. Many Tamils 
within the war zone have been herded into 
concentration camps so, as the Sri Lankan 
military say, any remaining Tamil Tiger that 
may still be in hiding can be easily caught.  
 In reality, many Tamils of a wide 
political spectrum are being held in these 
camps, and have limited access to the free-
doms that they once took for granted. No-
body in the international community has 
been allowed into the camps, though a few 
members of the media have been able to il-
legally enter and show the horrors that are 
common to all refugee camps: malnutrition, 
disease, the high risk of sexual assault and 
rape by other civilians and military men, the 
early death of children, and countless oth-
ers.   
 The protests have been effective 
in making others understand the war and 
convince them that there is more to the war 
than just what “officials” from the Sri Lank-
an government may say.  However, I doubt 
that protests alone will be enough to close 
these camps and letting these civilians free, 
and to helping international organizations 
like UNICEF access the war zones and pro-
vide aid to those in need. Without the aid 
of other countries, these tasks will be impos-
sible. 
 Jarvisites should try to take part to 
resolve the problems in Sri Lanka. Our ini-
tial concern was to help stop the civil war, 
but because of recent problems, it is now 
important to make sure that war victims re-
ceive all the basic care they need to survive. 
If we could get together, we could end this 
madness, by protesting along with other 
Tamils or passing on the word about Sri 
Lanka’s problems during class. Another pos-
sible solution is to send emails/letters to our 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, to President 
Obama and to our MPs.   
 As the famed social activist Craig 
Kielburger said, “This is the generation we’ve 
all been waiting for.” Hopefully this is the 
generation that can change the future of a 
nation.

SRI lANKA NOW
By Deebiga Rajendran

Posters are plastered across Jarvis’s walls, 
from the bulletin board outside the main 

office to the corridor near the Upper Gym. 
Pricey ticket, formal wear, lavish location: 
Athletic Banquet, and later on in the year, 
Senior Prom. These are two of the school’s 
biggest events. Excited? Disappointed?       
 Every year, these broadly advertised 
school events are put in the spotlight by their 
organizers and anticipating students. Dresses 
are chosen, shoes polished, hair done and 
money put aside. But are all students excited 
for the ride?
 Though almost all students in the 
beginning of the year end up paying the 
mandatory $20 SAC Card fee, with a fifth of 
that amount paying for the School Agenda, 
not many students benefit from the rest of 
the money they put down. The remaining 

$15 contributes to clubs, BAA, GAC and 
school events such as Prom.
  Many students who pay the fee 

don’t attend these main Jarvis events for a 
number of reasons: lack of school spirit, 
financial need, un-
awareness, and the 
list goes on. When 
carefully inspected, 
the real reason why 
many don’t attend is 
because Jarvis events 
are not inclusive to 
all students. 
 Y a s m e e n 
Ali, who shares the same views as many 
practicing Muslims at Jarvis, does not attend 

Athletic Banquets and would not attend 
Prom because, as she stated, “It goes against 
my religious beliefs.”
 According to many Muslim stu-
dents, the playing of music, dancing with 

the opposite sex, and tight-fitting clothing 
go against Islamic teachings. 

 Grade 12 stu-
dent, Asma Ali, ex-
ecutive member of 
Jarvis CI’s Muslim 
Student Association, 
stated, “The envi-
ronment isn’t very 
welcoming to my be-
liefs.”  
 Another Grade 

12 Muslim student, Aziza Shuile, said, 
“School events don’t really appeal to me for 

some reason. I think the Athletic Banquet is 
all about one thing, and I’m not really inter-
ested in putting myself out there like that, if 
you know what I mean.” 
 Many of the interviewed practising 
Muslim students of Jarvis only attend events 
by the MSA, which follow Islamic beliefs 
and protocol. 
  Jarvis is a very multicultural school 
and events during the school year need to 
embrace all religions and cultures. The exis-
tence of groups such as the Masti club, the 
Multicultural Club, and the MSA (Muslim 
Students’ Association), stand as proof of the 
cultural diversity of our school. If Student 
Council is unable to diversify Prom and the 
Athletic Banquet to suit all students, then 
various other events should be organized to 
make up for that loss.
 Hodan Aden, a Grade 12 student, 
summed it up when asked what kind of 
school functions she’d rather take place: “A 
school function that’s just fun for everyone 
and includes all races, cultures and religions 
as a whole. An event where everyone feels 
welcome and everyone has a good time.”

INCLuSIvE OR EXCLuSIvE?

“A school function should be fun for everyone and includes all races, 
cultures and religions as a whole. An event where everyone feels wel-

come and everyone has a good time.”

Will our protests and awareness campaigns stop a national government 
from committing , staging disappearances, and stripping their Tamil 

citizens of a right to live just to protect their own policies?

Sri Lankans gather to protest Taml oppression in Sri Lanka. 

Are some of Jarvis’s events 
not representing a large por-

tion of students?
By Yasmin Ahmed

Jarvis is a very multicultural 
school and events during the 

school year need to embrace all 
religions and cultures.
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Music may be global expression, but it 
doesn’t hold the power that it once 

was capable of. It seems that these days ap-
pearance has taken the place of passion.   
 Though that may be a depressing 
thought for music lovers of this particular 
genre, The Used, a band familiar to rock 
music lovers on an international level, long 
ago grasped the fact that it doesn’t take flashy 
outfits and trendy accessories to suck in an 
audience.
 There was a time when thousands 
of youthful gatherers flocked to concerts be-
cause they found it the only place they could 
fit in; a place where they found people with a 
similar connection or love for one particular 
genre.
 In early 2001, The Used, a band 
from Utah, was formed. Their recent and 
fourth studio album “Artwork” was created 
with a specific motive: “We wanted to de-
stroy this genre of music known as ‘screa-
mo’,” said front-man Bert McCracken of the 
album. “We wanted to make something that 
sounded gross. Gross pop is what we’re af-
ter.”
 So why call the album Artwork? 
“There are a lot of undertones of what art has 

really become in this world, what I think it 
could be, and what I think it should be: any-
thing and everything. It has a lot to do with 
the media and a total lack of independence 
when it comes to creative outlets for artwork. 
I think we’re just kind of being bombarded 
by what they want us to see,” Bert McCrack-
en explains in the DVD that comes with the 
bonus edition of the physical album. 
 The honest passion and love The 
Used deliver is what has kept them a success-
ful band for so long. Alternative Press calls 
Artwork “the definitive album of their career, 
but arguably one of the best records you’ll 
hear all year.”
 “I think that part of our appeal is 
that kids can make a connection with our 
music,” Bert tells his fans in a recent inter-
view. “We write honest music, and I think 
that’s a part of our appeal.”
 That’s exactly the connection that 
seems to be lost and instead is replaced by 
bands only seeking fame and fortune.
 Remember when it didn’t matter 

how skinny your jeans were or how big your 
hair was?
 Image has become more important 
than the actual music. It’s sad to think that 
the one thing that was so pure and honest 
has become so fake, corrupted and dishonest. 

Why is it that hair and makeup have become 
more important then the wicked guitar riff 
or the heart-felt lyrics?
 When asked if the motive of the 
album is to bring back the true sound of 
Rock ’n’ Roll, drummer Dan Whitesides said 
through an online interview, “Yeah pretty 

much. We want to create a dirty new sound. 
We just want to make music kids will love.”
 What is his point exactly? Shallow 
lyrics and product placement have taken over 
lyrical content in what was once considered 
political Rock ’n’ Roll.
 This music was never about blue 
hair dye or how many mutual online friends 
you have with the 
guy standing next to 
you in a mosh pit.
 After all it’s 
a rock concert, not 
a fashion show or a 
popularity contest.
 The band’s 
decision to stay true 
to their roots and 
not sell out to any 
fashion statements 
or concepts is a huge 
reason why they’ve 
gained success on an 
international level. 
  B a n d s 
such as Cheap Sex 
and H2O have ex-
pressed their disgust 
and shame for what 
their beloved music 
scene is slowly turn-
ing into. In the song 
“What happened,” 
H20 aggressively belt 
out, “When it began, 
for those who don’t 
know/It didn’t mat-
ter how you looked 
or what you wore 
to a show/And why 
does everybody look 
the same?/What hap-
pened to the music 
and the message that 
I love?” Clearly, they 
feel their music scene is one that needs to be 
saved.
 Fashion has been put before pas-
sion, leaving raw musical talent behind. The 
glamorous aspect of being appealing to the 
eye has replaced the once untouchable love 
for true and honest Rock ’n’ Roll.
 Simply put, clothing or appearance 
should not define a genre of music; Rock ’n’ 
Roll had, and was made with the capacity to 
spark revolution and generate motivation, 
something now lacking.
 So the next time you see a boy who 

looks like he’s raided his little sister’s closet to 
find the tightest pair of jeans in the crowd, 
or is wearing his mom’s lipstick a little too 
bright, let him know that there was a time 
when all you had to do was show up, and 
appreciate.

Product placement is the use of brand- 
name products in media outside direct 

advertising. We often see action-movie stars 
pull up in luxury automobiles with conve-
nient close-ups of the cars’ logos. However 
when a piece of music, a fine art, mentions a 
brand name every two seconds we must con-
sider the effect advertising and, ultimately, 
the pursuit of profit has on the integrity of 
our culture.
 Product placement has been in tele-
vision and movies for decades but only re-
cently in music. The Clash’s cover of “Brand 
New Cadillac” and Prince’s  “Little Red 
Corvette” are some of the older examples of 
this.
 Hip-hop started in the Bronx in 
the late 1970s. It is characterized by two mu-

sical elements: the po-
etic lyrics, developed 
from African oral tra-
ditions such as toast-
ing, rhythmic chant-
ing over drums; and 
the beat created by a 
DJ through sampling 
and remixing other 
sounds, techniques 
from an evolution of 
reggae called dub.
 In the 1980s 
hip-hop was a very 
political genre. Hip-
hop was “CNN for 
black people” ac-
cording to Chuck D 
(MC) of Public En-
emy; it was a voice 
for impoverished Af-
rican-Americans at a 
time when conserva-
tive politics worsened 
life in the inner city.
 A sub-genre 
called gangsta rap ex-
pressed frustrations 
with these politics in 
a more extreme way 
with songs like “F--- 
tha Police” by NWA. 
This created contro-
versy over censorship, 
and the resulting 
publicity and edgy 
reputation made hip-

hop very popular. Then corporations noticed 
the quickly growing urban market.
 When artists saw the money Run-
D.M.C. made, they wanted their slice of 
the cake, but to maintain the controversial 
identity of the genre, artists had to use brand 
names without looking like sell-outs. The re-
sult is sometimes called entrepreneurial rap, 
embodied well in a line from Jay-Z’s first al-
bum: “I don’t mean to boast, but damn if I 
don’t brag, them crackers gon’ act like I ain’t 
on they a--.” The principle of this sub-genre 
is urban African-Americans bragging about 
becoming successful despite facing oppres-
sion. Conveniently, the bragging includes 
mentioning expensive brands.   
 This endorsement is quite ironic, as 
rappers create profits for the predominantly 
white corporate elite, some of whom sup-
ported the oppression hip-hop once fought. 
Rappers are replacing hip-hop’s revolution-
ary message of equality with advertising, and 
are ultimately selling out the original pur-
pose of their music.
 “Product placement is just another 
way for rappers to make money, especially 

since now the majority of music is pirated 
and even if music wasn’t pirated, I think 
most artists would take the opportunity to 
make some extra money on advertising. But 
I don’t think it’s always a bad thing for artists 

to make some extra money,” said Grade 12 
Jarvis student Sang Min Lee.
 Some argue it is a musician’s right 
to profit from fame and that endorsement 
does not compromise their art. However, in 
the last decade, artists have begun to write 
entire songs about one specific product. Bus-
ta Rhymes’s “Pass the Courvoisier”, Wale’s 
“Nike Boots”, T-Pain’s “Maybach Music” 
and Nelly’s “Air Force Ones” and “Stepped 
On My J’s” are a few examples of this prod-
uct-placement binge. These shameless songs 
about brand-name alcohol, luxury cars and 
sneakers raise an important question: at what 
point does a song cross the line from music 
to advertisement?
 “We only rap about things we like. 
I’ll mention Cheetos because I like them, 
but if I didn’t they wouldn’t be in our songs,” 
Dame Dash, a founder of Rocafella Records, 
was quoted saying in defense of product 
placement. Busta Rhymes’s management 
team said that his mention of Courvoisier 
was also a personal choice and only after 
releasing the song did the cognac company 
strike a promotional deal with Rhymes.
 Even if true, this is a slippery slope. 
It is hard to imagine the artist paid only as an 
afterthought. McDonald’s, for instance, of-
fered to pay artists to write songs mentioning 
Big Mac, according to Business Week.       
 Recently, another form of entre-
preneurial rap emerged. A new artist called 
Gucci Mane was named sixth hottest MC 
of 2009 by MTV. Instead of one lyric or 
song endorsing a product, anything even 
mentioning the rapper is advertising. In the 
song “Gucci Bandana,” Gucci Mane raps 
for only forty seconds and mentions Gucci 
bags, sandals, bed spreads, key chains, keys 
and of course bandanas. It is hard to imagine 
he is expressing anything meaningful or even 
that he could between constant references to 
products. The only purpose of the song is to 
advertise Gucci.
 “As traditional ad opportunities 
shrink, companies are increasingly look-
ing for new ways to market products … it 
wouldn’t surprise me in the least if we found 
out that Gucci Mane and his song turned 
out to be a plant, a persona wholly fabricated 
and ‘product-placed’ by a marketing compa-
ny, for Gucci,” said Nathalie Atkinson, Style 
editor and columnist for the National Post. 
But if this is a vast marketing ploy, is it work-
ing? 
 As listeners we are the ones who 
can draw the line, and one must be drawn 
to save this wonderful art. At what point will 
we stop listening and realize it is advertising, 
not music, being played? Perhaps never. 
 When the pursuit of profit takes 
precedence over expression or evocation of a 
feeling or idea, as it has in “Gucci Bandana”, 
the line is crossed from commercial music to 
musical commercial. 
 If we do not recognize this, hip-hop 
may end up married to advertising and we 
will have traded a liberating sub-culture for 
a jingle about a nice car, an expensive drink 
and a Gucci bandana.

By Amna Khan By Dylan Butson

THE STATE OF MODERN MUSIc
PASSION BEFORE FASHION mONEY COmPROmISES ART

Above: Gucci Mane
Below: The Used

“I think part of our appeal is that 
kids can make a connection with 

our music.”

“It has a lot to do with the media and a total lack of independence when 
it comes to creative outlets for artwork. I think we’re just kind of being 

bombarded by what they want us to see.”

These shameless songs raise an 
important question: at what point 

does a song cross the line from 
music to advertisement?

Artwork, the fourth studio album by The Used, 
released in August, 2009.
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So, you’re smart. You’re socially confident. 
You consider yourself a pretty tolerant 

and open-minded person. How do you feel 
about learning abroad for a few months? 
 BAM!  You’re shaking. You’re petri-
fied at the notion, and you should be. Sign-
ing up for a student exchange is a risk only a 
few brave souls choose to take. How do you 
Jarvisites know if you’re truly up for the chal-
lenge? What exactly are the factors making 
students hesitate most?  
  Perhaps first we should take a look 
at what we’re dealing with. An international 
student program is a program in which a stu-
dent, typically in secondary or higher educa-
tion, chooses to live in a foreign country for 
several months to learn language and culture. 
Students live with a host family, go to school, 
and experience their new community. Al-
though the original goal behind the program 
was the trade-off of students between coun-
tries, it is not actually required. The aim is 
to increase participants’ understanding and 
tolerance of other cultures, improve their 
language skills, and broaden their social ho-
rizons.  
 That doesn’t sound half bad, right? 
A nice new family, a nice new school… so 
why do so few students at Jarvis choose to go 
on exchange? 
 According to our Vice Principal, 
Ms. Hicks, “At Jarvis, only about two to five 
students go on exchange every year.” It is 
clear that the subject runs deeper than just 
simply poor advertising. When asked why 
she thinks more people don’t choose to par-
ticipate in exchanges, her first guess was the 
financial cost. 
 The exchange program most Jarvis 

students get involved with is ISE ONTAR-
IO (International Student Exchange in On-
tario), which requires a payment of $2550, 
including the $50 application fee. After be-
ing told the price, Grade 12 student Justin 
Havelock was asked if he would ever con-
sider involving himself in an exchange.  His 
response was, “What? I don’t have that kind 
of money! Look at my clothes! Just look at 
them!” Several other students displayed simi-
lar unwillingness to study abroad because of 
their inability to raise enough green.  
 One could assume ISE Ontario is 
corrupt in asking for so much money.  How-
ever, ISE Ontario is a strictly non-profit or-
ganization. Ms. Hicks considers the cost to 
be reasonable: “Exchange programs need to 
charge students for the airline ticket and the 
travel insurance, among other things. Travel-
ling can be a very expensive thing and, sadly, 
there are many bright students at Jarvis who 
cannot afford it.”  
 Although there aren’t any direct 
links on the ISE website for students who re-
quire financial aid, Samantha Bogdanovich, 
a Grade 12 student, presents a cheaper alter-
native to learning abroad: “I participated in a 
summer program a year ago. It allowed me to 
spend six weeks in Quebec for only fifty dol-
lars!” Summer programs such as that funded 
by the YMCA present an opportunity for 
students who are strapped for cash to enjoy 
all the benefits of learning in a new cultural 
environment. 
 Grade 12 student Nicole Wong 
brought up an important point when asked 
what stopped her from going on exchange 
during her high-school career. “I was worried 
that I would have too much work to catch 
up on when I came back and that it would 
affect my grades too much.”  
 In order for students to be eli-
gible to apply for an international student 
exchange, they need to have above-average 
academic standing and a good attendance re-

cord. This is not to say that those who focus 
on their schoolwork will appreciate a foreign 
culture more; however, school systems need 
to be sure that those going on exchange show 
a high enough level of school potential to be 
able to keep their own when not taught for 
several months.  
 Worries about the toll an exchange 
might have on hard-earned grades is ex-
pressed by Grade 11 German exchange stu-
dent Leonie Hallmaier: “It’s going to be hard 
when I get back to my school in Germany. I 
don’t know what I’ve been missing for over a 
month and only my French teacher took the 
time to give me work. Because I’m a good 
student, it makes me sad that my grades will 
be affected all year, no matter how hard I 
work to make up for what I missed.”  
 Science teacher Mrs. Jovanovich 
also expressed her thoughts on the effect she 
believes exchanges have on an individual’s 
academic success, “I think that when a stu-
dent is withdrawn from a non-semestered 

school like ours for a long period of time, it 
can be very tough. The student will only be 
able to survive the year if they’re completely 
ready to put all the effort necessary into both 
learning about a new educational system and 
measuring up to their own educational sys-
tem’s requirements.”  
 One of the most common factors 
that contribute to discouraging students 
from applying for an exchange program is 
the obvious but inevitable fear of the un-
known. 
 ISE applicants are typically al-
lowed to choose from France, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Spain, Italy and Germany.  They 
usually reside in one of these places for three 
months; they are also required to answer a 
package of trivial questions to match them 
up, in i-flurtz fashion, with a like-minded 
partner. These factors give nervous students 
a slight sense of control over what to expect 
from their foreign experience, but for many, 
such as Grade 9 student Debora Kapllani, 

STuDENT EXCHANGES
Are the financial, academic, 

and emotional costs too 
high?

By Mayra Smith Romero

is the epitome of tranquility as his favourite 
bands chant satanically directly into his tym-
panic membranes. In case you’re ever in the 
market for society’s disapproval, stand near 
or beside him and experience looks of pure 
loathing from the cute little girl and your 
grandmother. 
 Nimsay Demha, a Grade 11 Jarvis 
student, admits to being an offender, “Some-
times, if the person next to me is standing 
too close, I’ll turn my music up a lot louder,” 
she confesses. Shame on her! 
 On rare occasions, you’ll also find 
two such individuals who will board the 
same train, each blasting their crap music to 
the max. Resulting is a noise akin to the tor-
tured screech of your soul as the proverbial 
Gates of Hell merrily chime shut. Your thirty 
minute subway ride to school is suddenly 
transformed into a four day swirling vortex 
of unbearable pain and Nickelback.

Bag-On-Your-Seat Lady
It’s 8 a.m., and you’re faithfully riding the 
TTC to your school, workplace or whatever 
else is great enough that you’re willing to put 
yourself through the meat grinder that is 
public transit. The train/bus/streetcar you’re 
on is packed to the point where mothers and 
children are left out in the cold, sentenced to 
damnation as the bus speeds away. 
 The bag-on-your-seat lady, how-
ever, frankly isn’t interested in trivial matters 
like hypothermic toddlers. She would much 
rather indulge in whispering sweet nothings 
to her bag, which is apparently an entirely 
separate entity than she. Just like any other 
living, breathing human being, her bags de-
serve a proud seat among the rest of us. 
 Ivy, a Grade 11 who takes the street-
car to Jarvis every morning, tells us, “I’m 

pretty sure they wouldn’t take their bags off 
the seat even if my leg was broken. They’re 
so annoying...” On rare occasion, however, 
these self-entitled individuals have been ob-
served acknowledging and even responding 
to visual cues (e.g. old lady collapsing from 
exhaustion). When their dirty plastic and/or 
canvas bags are called out, however, they will 
quickly become upset and hug the bags to 

their chest, in all likelihood comparing the 
incident to you pushing their newborn child 
down a flight of concrete steps.

Doorway Blockers
A great man once said that “an obstacle is 
often an unrecognized opportunity.”  In this 
case, the obstacle is the person blocking the 
doors. The opportunity? A manslaughter 
charge and a potential 25 years of jail time. 

Unless you have a particular fondness for 
squeezing yourself between dirty plastic par-
titions and human bodies, you’ve most likely 
entertained the idea of causing serious bodily 
harm to our door-loving-friends. 
 “It’s so annoying when you miss 
your stop because they just won’t get out of 
the way!” shares Emily Wong, a student at 
JCI, her small size making her a prime target 
for door blockers. Easily the most annoying 
subway passenger, their pastimes include: 
leaning against doors, pretending they’re go-
ing to get off, puppetry, and disregarding the 
Pauli exclusion principle (two bodies cannot 
occupy the same space at the same time).
      The next time you miss your stop, spend 
40 minutes staring at your bag-occupied 
seat or are forced to listen to acappella, re-
member, kicking someone in the back of the 
knees is only a crime if you get caught!

Continued on page 10

4 Annoying TTC Riders
Continued from page 1

Grade 12 student Mayra Smith Romero  (left) poses in the Toronto subway with her Grade 11 German exchange 
student, Leonie Hallmaier (right)

The  Girl with the loud music 

The  bag-on-your-seat lady 

The Doorway Blocker



“You’re vegetarian?”
 “Yeah,” I said. She  looked at me, 
puzzled.
 “What does that mean?”
 “Oh, it means I don’t eat meat.”
 “I don’t understand. What do you 
mean you don’t eat meat? What do you 
eat?”
 “I dunno, beans, tofu, lentils, stuff 
like that,” I offered.
 “I don’t understand,” she said, ap-
parently at a loss for what to say.
 Yes, this really happened.
 For some of you, the idea of not 
eating meat might be totally unheard of, 
maybe even unthinkable. However, vegetari-
anism is a rapidly growing trend. 
 Out of 50 Jarvis students inter-
viewed, 4 said they were currently vegetar-
ians, including myself. Three more said they-
used to be vegetarian/vegan, and at least one 
student was willing to try a vegetarian diet 
one day. 
 So, in case you’re unclear, being 
vegetarian means you do not eat meat or fish, 
and don’t eat products that require the ani-
mal to be killed in order to procure them. 
 There are many different reasons 
why people become vegetarians but most 
have ethical problems with either the con-
ditions in which animals are raised to be 
consumed, or the manner in which they are 
killed.
 Mayra Smith Romero, a Grade 
12 student said “[I became vegetarian out 
of ] a mix of respect for life. I’ve had some 
traumatizing experiences in Spain, where I 
witnessed the skinning of bunnies and the 
decapitation of screaming pigs. I guess I just 
understood that these animals feel pain and 
their instincts for survival are as strong as 
ours.”
 Daisy May Dowdall, another Grade 
12 student, said, “I made the change after 
learning how horribly animals can be treated 
in meat factories.” 
 Among the most controversial as-
pects of meat-raising are intensive farming 
and factory farming. This is the practice of 
industrially raising, and essentially mass-pro-
ducing animals to be processed into meat, or 
to produce eggs or dairy. However, factory 
farms are notorious for the way the animals 
are raised, kept, and slaughtered before being 
sent to stores.
 In many farms today, the animals 
are kept in high-density industrial environ-
ments, often with little or no space to move, 
which causes the animals not only stress, but 
physical damage as well.
 Chickens, for example, are often 
raised in what are called “battery cages,” wire 
mesh cages stacked upon each other in lev-
els with no space for the chicken to open its 
wings. The chickens spend their lives con-

fined within the cage, and due to high stress 
levels and close proximity to each other, they 
end up pecking at each other out of frustra-
tion. This leads to them being de-beaked 
without anaesthetic.
 Another method of rearing chick-
ens is to use “boiler sheds,” large cages with 

as many as 10,000 chickens. 
 Mother pigs are kept in equally 
cruel confinements as chickens. Female pigs 
are kept in what are called gestation crates, 

essentially two bars enclosing the pig in such 
a tight space she can’t even turn around, only 
stand up or lie down. This limited space 
causes the pig discomfort and pain, and 
limits her natural behaviour, which includes 
a need to forage and explore and to make 
a nest before giving birth. This causes her 
stress, and many pigs in this situation exhibit 
signs of mental instability, boredom, and 

frustration.
 After giving birth, the mother has 
no interaction with her babies except for 
feeding them. This means that when her 
baby bites her teat, as is natural in baby pigs, 
she cannot teach them to stop, which leads 
to the practice of de-toothing piglets. Their 
teeth are filed down or clipped off, without 

anaesthetic, so that they do not harm their 
mother.  This is cruel, and causes the piglets 
unnecessary pain and trauma. 80% of pigs 
are kept on these conditions on the U.S. 
alone.
  Dairy cows are also grossly mis-
treated in terms of what their bodies can and 

can’t produce. Like ducks and geese, dairy 
cows carry as much as 15 pounds more than 
is natural in their udders which causes them 
pain and forces their hind legs into awkward 

positions, hindering their ability to stand 
and walk.
 Besides the cruelty to the animals, 
factory farming directly affects us and our 
immunity to viruses.
 Because of the unsanitary condi-
tions of many factory farms, improper re-
moval of waste, humid air, poor ventilation, 
for example, they become an ideal environ-

ment for viruses to spread. This means that 
animals must be given antibiotics that not 
only end up in our systems, but also inter-
act with the viruses causing them to mutate 
and become more resistant to medicine. Be-
cause we carry these antibiotics in our bod-
ies, there is a danger that we will become less 
resistant to viruses and infections, while they 

in turn get stronger, and new strains develop 
in farms that we have to find a cure for.
 Vegetarianism also offers many 
health benefits. A vegetarian diet provides 
more fibre, magnesium, potassium, and an-
tioxidants. 
 Many of the students I interviewed 
expressed concern over what nutrients were 
lacking in a vegetarian diet — mainly pro-
tein. It is true that we would be missing 
protein, iron, B12, and fatty acids from our 
diets if we didn’t follow a properly balanced 
diet, but vegetarians get these nutrients from 
other food sources.
 Beans, legumes, quinoa, tofu, 
buckwheat, eggs and dairy, and hempseed - 
to name a few - are protein rich. When prop-
erly balanced, a vegetarian diet provides as 
much protein as a non-vegetarian one.
 Iron is also a point of concern for 
vegetarians. Many vegetarians suffer from 
iron deficiency due to the lack of easily-ab-
sorbed iron from animal sources. However, 
this can also be supplemented through iron-
rich vegetables, grains and cereals as well as 
legumes, nuts, seeds and eggs. 
  Vegetarians are also less likely to 
suffer from stomach, blood, liver, and oe-
sophagus cancer, as well as osteoporosis, 

heart disease, and Alzheimer’s disease. In ad-
dition they have lower cholesterol and blood 
pressure and generally have a lower body-
mass index than meat-eaters.
 Still, the majority of Jarvis students 
surveyed were not vegetarians. It was not 
for lack of trying, though; 6 of the students 
I interviewed either used to be a vegetar-
ian or vegan. Some found that they missed 
meat too much, while others were forced to 
change back due to health reasons.
 Rachael McKay, a Grade 12 stu-
dent and former vegetarian said, “I am iron 
deficient and it’s hard to get enough iron for 
me, even with meat.”
 Mariya Tanyashyna, Grade 12, said 
“I’ve tried being a vegetarian, but it’s hard 
seeing as I usually don’t cook for myself. 
Everyone in my family eats meat so having 
a special diet just for me would be impos-
sible.”
 However, the majority of students 
said they had never been and are not cur-
rently vegetarian. Many students gave simi-
lar responses, saying that they enjoy meat too 
much to consider giving it up. 
 If you choose to eat meat, then that 
is your prerogative. But, if you do eat meat, 
you have a responsibility to know what im-
pact you’re having on the world.

this comfort isn’t enough, “I don’t know if 
I’d ever be able to handle an international 
student exchange. Being in a foreign country 
alone? That’s scary! I feel like there would be 
too much of a language barrier between me 
and everyone around me. And I’d definitely 
miss my family way too much.” 
 Many who experience student ex-
changes first hand, however, display a more 
independent attitude. 
 Grade 11 Spanish exchange student 
Eduardo Bonilla comments on his initial 
nerves about leaving his comfort zone, and 
about the benefits he gained from eventu-
ally overcoming them: “I knew that I would 
miss my family and the weather in my coun-
try very much. I was scared. But now, be-
ing in a different country, meeting so many 
new people and learning about their differ-

ent [lifestyles] has changed me a lot. I came 
here thinking I would learn English and go 
home, but being in a different country has 
[expanded] my mind. I have learned to feel 
confident in new situations and how to de-
pend on myself. Nothing scares me now.”  
      Evelyn Smith-Romero, 2007 Jarvis 
graduate, looks back at her high school years 
and remembers her international student ex-
change as an important socially-broadening 
experience, “The whole point of the ex-
change is to expose you to new people and 
their ways of thinking. You can’t be scared of 
leaving home because then you will never be 
able to understand the world as fully as you 
can. Going on exchange has helped me grow 
as a person and given me life-long friend-
ships.” 
 Do the disadvantages outweigh the 
benefits? Apparently they don’t, according to 
all those interviewed who have had at least 
one student exchange experience.  

 Ms. Hicks admits that student ex-
changes have their low points, “Many prob-
lems can arise from language barriers and 
misunderstandings. You may feel like a bit 
of an idiot sometimes.”  However, she also 
says that, “There will always be obstacles and 
challenges in life. You have to remember that 
the good always outweighs the bad. A com-
pletely new world is opened up with new 
language and culture. If I had the choice I 
would do it all again in a second.”  
 So, can you afford the academic, 
emotional and financial costs of the experi-
ence? Is an international student exchange 
right for you? If you are ready to take on a 
life-changing adventure to the European un-
known or you are interested in hearing more 
information, ask your guidance counselor.  
If you do decide to take the exchange chal-
lenge, pack light and bring peanut butter. 
Trust me.
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LET’S EvOLvE: vEGETARIANISm!
By John Martinez

Continued from page 8
Student Exchanges

“I made the change after learning how horribly animals can be treated 
in meat factories.”

“Everyone in my family eats meat, so having a special diet just for me 
would be impossible.”

John Martinez demonstrates a healthy vegetarian diet with a salad for lunch.

Websites for further informa-
tion on student exchanges

Two Worlds united Student Exchange 
Program
http://www.twoworldsunited.cc/high_school_
study_abroad.html

International Student Exchange: On-
tario
http://www.iseontario.on.ca/

AFS Canada Student Exchange Pro-
gram
http://www.afscanada.org/

ASSE International Student Exchange 
Program
http://www.asse.com/Canada_English/high_school.
htm

“Everyone in my family eats meat, 
so having a special diet just for me 

would be impossible.”
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WHERE HAvE ALL THE COACHES GONE?

Cross-country,  girls’ field hockey, and 
boys’ soccer. These are just a few of 

Jarvis’s sports teams that disappeared this 
year. The students 
want to play and the 
funding isn’t short. 
So what is stopping 
Jarvis from provid-
ing these teams?

      There is a 
shortage of coaches 
in our school because not enough teachers 
are volunteering to coach our student ath-
letes. 
 “It really does bother me,” com-
ments Grade 12 student , Simmy On. “As an 
athlete, I’m frustrated that I cannot partici-
pate in a sport that I enjoy playing because 
there isn’t a coach.”   
 Grade 10 student Celina Laurette 
adds, “Being active in the school commu-
nity, on teams and in clubs, will look good 
on university and scholarship applications. 
Teachers are taking that away by not coach-

ing!”

       This year would have been the first 
time in four years at Jarvis that the cross-
country team had more than twenty people 
looking to join. Unfortunately, no one was 
found to coach the team. The volleyball 
and basketball teams are also seeing the ef-
fects of the shortage this year, as both were 

made varsity teams 
(Grades 9- 12 on 
one team).

      Many students 
said that to get 
teachers to coach, 
they should pay 
them and give them 

extra benefits. Unfortunately, this cannot be 
done due to a lack of funding.

       Many teachers don’t feel they have 
the time or energy, and can’t commit to it. 
Some teachers  aren’t even aware that there 
is a problem at all, because the same teach-
ers are being asked to coach over and over 
again.

       When asked what she thought 
about the situation, Miss Noble,  a Phys-Ed 
teacher at Jarvis, said, “It’s too bad that so 
many teams cannot run due to lack of super-
vision. It’s such an important aspect of high 
school life and it’s really disappointing to see 

so many students missing out.”  
 Mme. Rossos, a French and Fami-
lies teacher at Jarvis, agreed with Noble, 
saying, “It breaks my heart to see students 
unhappy because they cannot do something 
they are encouraged to do, and enjoy do-
ing.”

       For plenty of students, the shortage 
doesn’t affect them directly, but they can see 
it in their peers. “Seeing other students not 
being able to participate when they are will-
ing to do something 
is sad. It’s also un-
fair: Jarvis students 
should be able to 
participate as much 
as students at other 
schools,” says Mari-
ya Tanyashyna, a 
Grade 12 student. 

     It is a 
commonly known fact that when students 
are happy they will often do better in school. 
But when the sports that make them happy 
aren’t available, they’re less engaged in their 
studies. 
 A student who wished to remain 
anonymous says, “When I am playing sports 
I skip less classes because I miss some for 
games, and I actually pay attention because 

I want the mark so my parents will let me 
play.” 
 If academic performance is en-
hanced due to involvement with sports, 
wouldn’t that alone make teachers a little 
keener to coach sports? 
 Apparently not.

       You still have to wonder, why is 
it that this year there are so few coaches at 
Jarvis? Are we only noticing now how few 
there ever were, because some of the few we 

had, like Mr. Coo-
per, Ms. McPhee,  
Mr. Cheung, Mr. 
Simpson,  or Mr. 
Khan, are either 
no longer able to 
coach,  or have left? 
 Mr. Moravec, 
guidance counsel-
lor, Phys. Ed teacher 

and girls’ tennis coach, says that one reason 
that fewer teachers  volunteer to coach is “a 
cultural shift among teachers that creates a 
belief that they are only responsible and ac-
countable for their classes and their students’ 
academic success. Coaching and extra-cur-
ricular support tends to be seen as less im-
portant, which is disappointing.”

Jarvis faces a shortage of 
coaches

By Rachael McKay

“As an athlete, I’m frustrated that I 
cannot participate in a sport that I 
enjoy playing because there isn’t a 

coach.” “I am disappointed that I 
have to see so many students 
who can’t play the sports they 

enjoy because so many 
teachers aren’t coaching.”

If anyone has told you that this year’s bas-
ketball season has been amazing, they 

certainly weren’t lying to you. With several 
transfers, returning athletes and work-you-
to-the-bone coaches, this season was bound 
to be amazing. The only question remain-
ing: could we actually achieve success? With 
three tournament championship wins and a 
bronze medal at OFSAA, it would seem we 
achieved more than expected.
  This season had everything: wins, 
losses and some very well-recognized ath-
letes. It started off with the fresh faces of 
Aaron Shadrach and Denzel Lynch Blair, 
players who would become key to the team’s 
success and the familiar faces of Mussa No-
ble Mohamed, Jamal Gatali, Jamaal Thomas, 
Omer Ibrahim, Sami Osman, Vino Sunthar-
alingam, Sathish Muneeswaren, Tony Nguy-
en, Samer Muselem, Yohan Kessette, Zaki 
Farah and Daniel Zerihun. They started off a 
bit rough, but as the season progressed, they 
became “like fams” in the words of Sathish.
  They had their first tournament 
win at the George Brown College Classic, 
their second at the Father John Redmond 
Memorial and their consolation win at the 
Eastern Holiday Classic. The Jarvis Invi-
tational, however, is the most notable. The 
boys started the tournament facing the G.L. 
Roberts Lakers and ended the game with a 
44 point lead and concluded the tournament 
with a match against Pine Ridge with a 35 
point margin of victory. 
  At the Jarvis Invitational, when 
asked what he thought of the season, Mo 
Dayaram, Head Coach said “It’s been a huge 
success on and off the court thus far. On 
court, we have won three tournaments and 
one consolation championship at the Eastern 
Holiday Classic, which is one of the biggest 
tournaments of the year.” He went on to say, 
“This team will do anything for one another. 
It shows that beyond the season, we will re-
member more than just wins and losses.”
  After that, the Bulldogs were un-
stoppable. They played every game aggres-
sively; team captains Jamal Gatali as lead 
defense and Mussa as lead offense, Aaron 
Shadrach attacking the basket, Omer Ibra-

him bringing clean three-pointers, and the 
rest of the team respectively scoring and con-
tributing. Their consecutive wins brought 
them to Kingston for OFSAA and a bronze 
medal. Over the three games played, they 
totalled 133 points with Mussa and Aaron 
leading in the individual points section.
  Coach Mo said, “Everyone has 
been an asset to our team. Young guys like 
Tony, Zaki, and Sathish have had a taste of 
senior basketball and are key cogs into build-
ing for the future. Vino, Sami, Samer, Jamaal 
Thomas, and Omer each have a year or two 
of experience under their belt being return-
ing seniors. They have all been huge for us in 
their own individual way this season and all 
have served as key role players. 
 “New additions such as Yohan, 
Daniel, and Jalal bring experience although 
they are playing basketball for the first time 
as seniors. Aaron, one of two transfers, has 
been the missing element that we’ve needed 
in the previous years. He attacks the basket 
with force, passes really well and is a natural 
scorer. Denzel, the other transfer, has really 
impressed me this year; although only 16-
years-old, he as been an unspoken leader on 
this team. Truly our glue guy, Denzel has 

made great strides in his individual and team 
development. 
“Last but not least, Mussa and Jamal Gatali, 
two returning seniors are the captains of the 
team. They have both embraced that role 
and the team itself is a direct reflection of 
them both.”
  Needless to say, the senior boys’ 

basketball team was exceptional this year. 
They ended with an overall win-loss record 
of 30 – 9, counted in the Super 16 and be-
came bronze medal champions. Next year’s 
team has a lot to live up to, but with Sathish, 
Tony, Denzel and Zaki heading into their fi-
nal year, they already have a great headstart.

By Meg Stephens

Photo Credit: Meg StephensThe Jarvis Bulldogs posing with the Jarvis Invitational Trophy. 

BuLLDOGS WIN BRONZE AND 46TH INvITATIONAL

Photo Credit: Mr. Brech
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JCI’S vERY OWN mOSES by

Caleb Eshetu

Congratulations to the Bantam boys’  basketball team for 
winning the South Toronto Championship. The boys de-

feated rival school, Riverdale Raiders, in the finals by a score of 
51 to 43 to capture the championship. Ali Bhatti and Kimani 
Clark led the team in scoring and Premo Hoang had a solid 
game as well; combined with the superb coaching of Ms. Tra-
ballo and Kevin Morris is what led the team to victory. The 
team played well all season long and finished with a 5-2 record. 
Once again, congratulations boys. You made the whole school 
proud!

Photo credit: Bonnie Pang

CONGRATuLATIONS TO THE 
BANTAm BOYS’ BASKETBALL 

TEAm
By Daniel Tran

Technical difficulties, a play created by Grade 12 Drama students and 
Ms. Burak, in collaboration with Mr. Simpson’s Grade 12 Art class, 

was a harmony of visual and dramatic arts. Taking place on February 24-26, 
the play centered around the theme of balancing our lives with the use of 
technology by successfully exploring the challenges and wonders of living in 
the Technological era.
             After an impressive showing at Jarvis, students went on to participate 
at the 64th Sears Drama Festival, which attracted the participation of over 
12,000 students from 300 schools. After the district competition, the group 
advanced to compete at the regional finals at Hart House, which will take 
place on April 8, 2010. Students received positive feedback in all stages of the 
competition, and have already won five awards. They are encouraged to con-
tinue participating in the dramatic arts and have the support of Jarvis C.I. 

TECHNICAL DIFFICuLTIES

Awards Received
Award of Excellence for Playwrighting and Ensemble Acting
Outstanding Production for South District 2010
Award of Excellence for Lighting and Projections: Sajedan Selvanagayam 
Pillai
Award of Merit for Sound Design: Ebru Sonmezisik
Award of Excellence for Stage Management: Jijo Quayson


